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Port Phillip Bay fishery under threat

Victorians will no longer have access to fresh and affordable seafood from Port Phillip Bay if government legislation to end commercial net fishing is passed.

Widely acknowledged as environmentally sustainable, the Port Phillip Bay fishery is a crucial supplier of fresh fish to Victorian restaurants, hotels and seafood retailers.

In November, the Victorian Government will seek to ban commercial net fishing in Port Phillip Bay and plans to phase out licences over eight years.

Melbourne Seafood Centre chief executive officer Barbara Konstas said the legislation is about securing political support from recreational anglers and is not balanced in terms of its impact on commercial fishers, seafood wholesalers and retailers as well as the seafood-buying public.

“If passed, the legislation will have a huge impact on our capacity to offer Victorians and visitors fresh locally caught seafood,” Konstas said. 

The legislation is not based on environmental grounds. Fisheries Victoria’s assessment of the performance of the fishery suggests stocks of snapper, whiting and other species in Port Phillip Bay are healthy.

A recent study by the Australian Conservation Foundation’s Sustainable Australian Seafood Assessment Program found the commercial fisheries for calamari, silver trevally, King George whiting, snapper and calamari in Port Phillip Bay are sustainable.

Commercial fishing in Port Phillip Bay is highly regulated with the number of licences capped at just 43 along with catch limits and restrictions on the methods of fishing that can be employed. 

“The bay is a magnificent community resource that customers of the seafood industry have enjoyed for 170 years,” Konstas said.

“We should be celebrating the fact that quality seafood can be caught on the steps of a city of over four million people and ensuring this fishery is sustainably managed for future generations.”

To show your support for Port Phillip Bay commercial fishers:
· visit the web page www.siv.com.au/savebayseafood and sign the online petition
· follow @VicSeafood on Twitter
· use the hashtag #savebayseafood on social media 
· if you live in Victoria contact your local member of parliament and let them know you support commercial net fishing in Port Phillip Bay.
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